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destroy him, for by analogy his death must abate the
danger for which he stood.

Narathihapate was not sure whether he understood
this argument, but he enquired what sort of death the
Tartar should die in the circumstances.

"The execution should not be an ordinary one/ The
minister continued his exegesis. "As the Tartar sym-
bolises danger, his soul should be chained to guard the
city against that very danger. What if he be immured
in the Tharaba gate and act as colleague to the existing
guardian, Tepathin?*

Narathihapate thought this proposal very neat, but
suggested that the Royal Chaplain be consulted, as
Tepathin was accustomed to attend on the prelate.
There might be arcane objection.

While they were waiting for the Chaplain's arrival,
Yazathingyan enlarged on his theme. This danger from
the north, what could it be? Burma was marvellously
protected against danger from every quarter. West-
wards and eastwards a jumble of ranges and forests
warded away Bengal and Cambodia. Southwards was
the perilous sea, an everlasting ditch. The north was as
embattled with its peaks and gorges and, though re-
port had it that the Tartar clans under Genghis Khan
had destroyed the whole upper world and now, ruled
by Kublai Khan in China, had a veteran army, incom-
parable bowmen, they had never attempted to force
the mountains and attack the country chosen by the
Blessed One as the safe repository of the faith. Yet if
they sought at any time to do so, it would be of value
to have one of them as a spirit, bound by astrological
formulas for ever to protect Pagan.
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